
• Peaceful walk honors Virginia victims

• Participants speak against hate

• Extremism not acceptable to residents

 
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

 
Montrose is far from Virginia, but 

near enough to feel the effects of  week-
end violence that claimed the life of  a 
woman demonstrating against white su-
premacist groups there.

“I never thought I would see the day 
when neo-Nazis and the KKK would be 
as open in their hate as they are. It’s im-
portant for them to see there are more 
of  us than those who agree with them,” 
said Walt Anderson, who was among 
about 30 people who attended a walk 
Tuesday in honor of  Heather Heyer, 
who died in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
Saturday, along with two peace officers 
whose helicopter crashed.

Walk attendee Philip Register pointed 
to his family’s military background. 

“My father fought in World War II. I 
have a brother that’s a Vietnam veter-
an. They didn’t fight so neo-Nazis could 
rule the country,” Register said.

Heyer, 32, was counter-protesting a 
“Unite the Right” rally of  alleged white 
supremacists who themselves were pro-
testing the removal of  a Confederate 
monument in the city.

According to multiple published re-
ports, clashes between opposing groups 
earlier in the day led Virginia’s gover-
nor to declare the rally an unlawful as-
sembly, and, as violence spilled onto the 
streets, a continued state of  emergency.

That afternoon, Heyer was in a crowd 
of  people when a vehicle, allegedly driv-
en by James Fields Jr. of  Ohio, drove 
into them. Heyer died, while 19 others 
were injured. Fields has been linked to 
white supremacist groups. He was ar-
rested on suspicion of  second-degree 
murder.

A few hours after Heyer’s death, 
Virginia State Police Lt. H. Jay Cullen 
and Trooper Berke M.M. Bates died 
when their chopper crashed as it moni-
tored the event.

In Montrose on Tuesday, the Rev. 
Karen Winkel and others stood on the 

corner of  Townsend Avenue and 
Main Street, with a homemade ban-
ner honoring Heyer, Cullen and Bates 
unfurled, as walk organizer Deborah 
Westervelt gave instructions to walk 
two-by-two down Main Street to Park 
Avenue.

“I really want the hatred and bigot-
ry to stop. I want the violence to stop,” 
said Westervelt.

Register and a woman carried be-
tween them a sign that read “Love 
Unites. Hate Divides.”

“How could I not (attend)?” Register 
said, criticizing as hateful President 
Donald J. Trump’s Tuesday remarks 
about the Charlottesville matter. 

Register also said he’d seen com-
mentary Tuesday from neo-Nazi who 
claimed Fields ran down Heyer be-
cause he was being attacked in his 
car. 

“I saw the pictures myself  and I 
never saw anything like that in the 
pictures I saw,” Register said.

“I think it’s criminal that he hasn’t 
already been arraigned on terror-
ism charges, because it was an act of  
terrorism.”

Fellow walkers indicated there is no 
place for hate and bigotry in society. 

“There just is no excuse for that,” 
said Bob Nicholson.

“We cannot tolerate any bigot-
ry,” said Joyce McKenney of  Delta. 
“It’s against the principles of  our 
Constitution and Declaration of  
Independence. Everyone has those 
feelings to tolerate and accept people 
for who they are. … We need to accept 
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Montrose walkers stand with Charlottesville

Cheryl Hawks, center, holds her hands up to form a heart as she marches Tuesday 
evening with Duane Thaxton, left, and Arleen Friedman in a peaceful demonstration to 
honor those who died in Charlottesville, Virginia, Saturday. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose 
Daily Press) See STAND page A14

‘I never thought I would see 
the day when neo-Nazis and 
the KKK would be as open 
in their hate as they are. It’s 
important for them to see 
there are more of us than 
those who agree with them.’

Walt Anderson

walker

12 women honored at charity 
golf tournament luncheon

Breast cancer survivor Nancy Bruschke, left, and Beverly Bullington chat following the 
Bosom Buddies luncheon Tuesday after the annual golf outing at Cobble Creek Golf 
Community. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

• 1 member diagnosed 5 months ago

• Record number of participants

• Over $13,000 raised

BY ANDREW KISER

ANDREWK@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

Belynda Prehn has been playing in 
the Bosom Buddies golf  tournament 

since its inception 10 years ago, but 
this year’s event was a little different.

Prehn, a member of  the Cobble 
Creek Women’s Golf  Association 
Bosom Buddies committee, said she 
has been battling breast cancer since 
March 15. 

After recently finishing her six 
weeks of  radiation, she was one of  the 

DDA considers 
move to Proximity Space
• Group considers move 
into city development 
headquarters post rift

• DDA recently added 5 
members

• Currently hiring staff 
assistant 

BY TESSA CHEEK 

TESSAC@MONTROSEPRESS.COM 

The Montrose 
Downtown Development 
Authority recently added 
five members, is in the 
midst of  hiring adminis-
trative help and now on 
the hunt for a new down-
town office space. 

“I kind of  got a shot 
over the bow from the 
city manager (Bill Bell) 
saying August is the 
drop-dead date for being 
in our (current) office,” 
said DDA Chairman Kirk 
Hartman at the group’s 
meeting Tuesday eve-
ning. “Mr. Bell is very ad-
amant that we join them 
in Proximity (Space).” 

The DDA is currently 
located at 433 South First 
St., the City Hall Annex, 
according to its website 
Tuesday.

Councilman Dave 
Bowman, who serves 

on the DDA as the City 
Council liaison, made 
a pitch for Proximity 
Space, the open-plan 
“co-working” venue, 
which is already home 
to several other city and 
business development 
groups. 

“I think we were all 
much less than pleased 
with our first fieldtrip 
to Proximity center,” he 
started off, acknowledg-
ing that when the group 
first toured the space 
they were allegedly given 
the impression that there 
wasn’t room for them. 

“But, from the stand-
point of  networking, 
it is a very good idea,” 
Bowman said. “I still 
believe that’s where we 
should go.”

DDA member Scott 
Riba had lingering 
concerns. 

“I am concerned about 
confidentiality and pri-
vacy there,” he said. “I 
could overhear every-
thing that’s said in that 
conference room when 
they’re having a meet-
ing … reflecting on what 
business people want, 
they don’t want their dis-
cussions in public. They 

want to have discussion 
in private, where they 
don’t have to worry about 
who’s listening two doors 
over, or two feet over.”

That type of  openness 
is why Bell said he feels 
Proximity Space would 
be a good fit for the DDA.

“One of  the main 
drivers of  creating the 
Proximity Space was to 
create a hub for busi-
ness development in our 
community. In order to 
do that, you really need 
all the people who are 
active in business de-
velopment in one loca-
tion,” he said. “The vibe 
of  the Proximity Space 
being open and trans-
parent — that allows a 
lot of  cross networking. 
You have the city’s busi-
ness development office 
there with Chelsea Rosty, 
you have the Chamber 
of  Commerce there. We 
think if  DDA was there 
as well it would create a 
lot of  synergy and they 
can work together on 
projects, bounce ideas off  
each other, just a lot of  
positive things can come 
out of  that.”

Julie Otto, a 
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 at the Montrose Daily Press?

Your Local Friend
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the Montrose Daily Press.
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community.
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With over a hundred years in the area, 
we are also well known around town 
and a worthy friend.
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one of your 
friends in 
advertisng. Give 
him a call and 
see what he 
can do for your 
business.
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who we all are as individuals. That’s what makes 
America great.”

People need to protect themselves against neo-Na-
zis and white supremacists, but not attack them, 
McKenney added.

“Hopefully we can try to educate them. If  we at-
tack them, then we’re no different than them attack-
ing us. I think it’s sad they have their beliefs, but I’m 
not forcing my beliefs on them. I’m just asking them 
to accept mine.”

McKenney said she was pleased to see a gather-
ing on behalf  of  Charlottesville take place on the 
Western Slope; she had been searching for such a 
demonstration since events unfolded Saturday.

Annie Brogan had just moved to Montrose on 
Tuesday and was having a key made when she saw 
the walkers begin to gather in Demoret Park. She 
was happy to join in, she said, and pleased to see 
people taking a stand.

“It’s beautiful. To me, it’s really incredible as 
someone who just moved into town,” Brogan said.

“I felt like I needed to do my part,” Anderson said 
later.

“It’s the least I can do for all of  my personal be-
liefs, and stand in solidarity with the folks whose 
lives were lost and their families.”

That people still hold racist views is something 
Anderson said he cannot fathom.

“I don’t know what action can be taken. It seems to 
me you work through one person’s heart at a time on 
these kinds of  issues,” he said. “That’s part of  the 
reason I’m here today, to let people know who know 
me or others in this group (of  walkers) that they can 
see the attitudes held by these (racist and extremist) 
groups are not acceptable.”

Katharhynn Heidelberg is an award-winning jour-
nalist and the senior writer for the Montrose Daily 
Press. Follow her on Twitter at @kathMDP.

To comment on this story, visit montrosepress.com

STAND
FROM PAGE A1

newly-appointed mem-
ber of  the DDA, ap-
peared to agree with 
those sentiments. 

“Seems like one of  the 
most important things 
for the DDA is to col-
laborate closely with 
the city… in order to 
get what we want to do 
done,” she said. 

Such collaboration 
might go some way to-
ward answering DDA 
members’ concerns 
about whether the space 
offered a warm welcome 
to visitors, Bowman sug-
gested, explaining that 
the space, in partner-
ship with the city, had 
recently hired a shared 
receptionist. 

Bell also pointed to 
staff  sharing as a poten-
tial boon of  the hub. 

“The chamber’s on 
limited staff, the DDA 
might have one staff  
member, so they can 
really work together 
to support each oth-
er when they need to,” 
he said. “We also have 
a shared receptionist 
down there who’s part 
city, part chamber and 
part Proximity Space. So 
there’s already a concept 
of  having shared work-
ers and shared ideas.” 

Some DDA mem-
bers, however, worried 
too much idea sharing 
might inhibit their work 
— a portion of  which 
involves courting new 
businesses to the down-
town area. 

“The confidentiality 
isn’t for the board meet-
ings — they’re public,” 
said Martha Dusio of  
the DDA. “It's for when 
someone comes in with 
a development plan and 
wants to talk to a rep-
resentative of  the DDA, 
maybe a few board mem-
bers, about what sup-
port they can get from 
us, what they need.” 

Bowman emphasized 
the DDA doesn’t have to 
move to the Proximity 
Space, but he noted 
the city has offered to 
pay at least one year of  

rent for the organiza-
tion if  it does. He add-
ed Montrose County 
might have some space 
for the DDA in its build-
ing, which is within the 
downtown district, and 
encouraged the board 
to tour that and several 
other area options, in-
cluding a second visit to 
Proximity Space, before 
making a final decision.   

“If  the city has its 
hand out with a year’s 
worth of  rent-free and 
if  the space can be may-
be made to work — we 
don’t have to stay there,” 
said Dusio. “There’s 
nothing that says we 
can’t try it for six 
months, or nine months 
or a year … if  we can 
make it work and give 
it a try, I’m for that. It 
gives us a chance to 
start rebuilding a rela-
tionship with the city.”

The city weighed dis-
solving the DDA’s fund-
ing structure this past 
spring before entering 
into a Memorandum of  
Understanding with the 
authority that defined — 
and curtailed — its role, 
as previously reported 
by the Montrose Daily 
Press.  

For his part, Bell said 
he thought the city’s re-
lationship with the DDA 
was doing just fine. 

“Well, I don’t think we 
have a bad relationship 
with DDA, necessari-
ly. We just had to work 
through some of  our 
differing philosophies 
on different things,” he 
said. “It (the move to 
Proximity Space) would 
be a way to make sure 
our all our entities are 
working productively to-
gether. I don't see our re-
lationship with DDA be-
ing negative right now.”

Tessa Cheek is the news 
editor of  the Montrose 
Daily Press and a former 
Colorado State Capitol 
correspondent for The 
Colorado Independent. 
Follow her on Twitter @
TessaCheek. 

To comment on this story, visit 

montrosepress.com
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Catherine Gates, left, and Karen Winkel of Community Spirit Church, UCC, carry a sign as they lead a march Tuesday  
in a peaceful demonstration to honor those who died in Charlottesville, Virginia Saturday during an ‘Alt Right’ rally. 
(Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)
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